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coasts of Central America, but even, as Dampier relates,
to navigate the Pacific coasts in safety from shipwreck,
famine, and capture by the Spaniards. Mosquito Indians
even followed the English adventurers across the Pacific
into Australasian waters, where they speared turtle for them,
climbed coconut palms for fruit, and found fresh food for
the bewildered, stupid, scurvy-stricken seamen.

Guided by Mosquito Indians, the buccaneer captains
realized the advantages of the Ruatan or Bay Islands, oft
the coast of Honduras. This archipelago was captured
by an English expedition in 1642 and held for eight years.
The Bay Islands, which were quite needlessly surrendered
by Great Britain to Spanish Honduras in the first half of
the eighteenth century, and recovered again by the British
in the early nineteenth century (only to be given up
finally and foolishly to Spanish Honduras), were for long
a basis from which the more or less legitimate trade of
British adventurers was carried on with the opposite coasts
of Honduras, Guatemala, and Yucatan. For various rea-
sons there were few Spanish forts or garrisons on the
actual coastline of Yucatan and Honduras in the first half
of the seventeenth century. Consequently the men from
the privateer or buccaneer ships feared not to land and
ramble about as if they were in their own country, seeking
for game of any sort like wild fowl or deer, of both of
which there was great plenty. Occasionally, however,
they would be pounced on by a force of Spanish soldiers,
warned by some Amerindian fishermen of the Maya stock,
who may have suffered rough treatment at the hands of
the buccaneers. On such occasions it was customary for
the Spaniards to ask which of the party of captured sea-
men was the captain. Very often there was no commis-
sioned officer in such a crew, and the English prisoners